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SOUTH WEST INTERCONNECTED SYSTEM — TARIFF EQUALISATION CONTRIBUTION 

159. Mr D.C. NALDER to the Premier: 

I have a supplementary question. The government has gazetted an increase in the tariff equalisation contribution. 
Why has the Premier not communicated the electricity price increases to households, businesses and local 
governments that need to develop their budgets for the next financial year? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

The government will be revealing increases in fees and charges in due course. I am aware of some comments made 
by the Leader of the Opposition in this house last week, on 15 June. Members will be interested in this. The Leader 
of the Opposition said — 

We should not be subsidising electricity except through support payments to people on low incomes or 
who are fiscally stressed. 

In other words, the Leader of the Opposition is calling for a massive increase in electricity prices in 
Western Australia. That is what he is calling for. Let us have a look at what has happened to electricity prices in 
New South Wales in the last week under a Liberal government. They have gone up 19.6 per cent under a Liberal 
government over there. 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: In the government’s first year in office, 25.6 per cent — 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I call you to order for the second time. If the opposition asks a question, 
we want the answer. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Now he is mumbling! 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: There he goes. He keeps on! It is good stuff. I love listening to the Leader of the Opposition. 
It is soothing to listen to the Leader of the Opposition! 

Energy Australia put prices in New South Wales up by 19.6 per cent under the Liberal government there. In the 
former Western Australian Liberal–National government’s first year, eight and a half years ago, it put up prices 
by 25.6 per cent. 
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